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Welcome
Welcome to your bumper
April edition of the staff
newsletter, packed full of
success stories, events and
news from around the
college.

We would like as many
colleagues as possible to get
involved in future issues, and
share their good news.

So from new additions to
the family, weddings, staff
celebrations and student
success, let us know by
contacting Katie Swann on
extension 7580 or by
emailing
swannk@wolvcoll.ac.uk

Please ensure all articles
for the next issue are sent
before June 30th.

Nature lovers or anyone keen to
work off a few Easter eggs can enjoy a
day’s hike through the Lake District with
the college’s Staff Association.

The association’s 21st annual visit to
Lake Windermere takes place on
Saturday 17th May and is open to staff
and friends.

Day trippers will enjoy a guided eight
mile ramble from Bowness up to Branfell

and the high point at Orrest Head,
before a down-hill journey back into
town for a spot of sightseeing.

The deluxe coach leaves Paget Road
Campus at 7am prompt, and will depart
from the Lake District at 5.30pm.

The trip costs £14 per person and
ramblers will need suitable footwear,
food and drink.

To reserve seats, or for more

information, contact Glyn Davies or
Mona Allen by phone or email.

Following a change in the
Constitution, all college staff are now
automatically members of the Staff
Association - no subscription is payable
and membership cards are not issued.
If you have any ideas for events please
contact Marie Mathews, Glyn Davies   or
Mona Allen.

A learning assistant from City of
Wolverhampton College has her
hands full with both books and
brushes as she juggles her college
career with her work as an artist.

Rebecca Cresswell spends part of the
week in the Learning
Resource Centre at
the Wellington Road
Campus, helping
students with their
studies.

But outside the
college the 28-year-old
is a professional artist,
producing specialised
work for hospitals,
hospices and health
units.

Her vibrant paintings are hung in
buildings up and down the country,
creating a calming and attractive
environment for both patients and staff.

A recent project saw four large
artworks installed at Compton Hospice,
which had been awarded a government
grant to improve the appearance of the

COLLEGE LEARNING
ASSISTANT IS IN 
THE FRAME

department. Rebecca held five arts
activity workshops that allowed patients
and staff to get involved in the designs,
which proved such a hit she has been
asked to deliver a further series.

Rebecca said:“I have always had an
interest in art from a
young child, and studied
art both at school and
through a degree in
illustration.

“As part of my
learning I read a lot of
articles looking at how
therapeutic art can be
in clinical settings -
evidence shows it’s
good to have

something nice to look at on the walls –
while patients and staff really enjoy
getting involved in the projects.”

Rebecca has commissions in the pipe
line for Bromsgrove Hospice, Hasting
St Michael’s Hospice, Sussex and
Birmingham Children’s Hospital, and is
also hoping to work alongside New
Cross Hospital in the future.

REBECCA CRESSWELL WITH ONE OF HER PIECES.

FLORISTRY STUDENT FINDS
INTERNATIONAL FAME

A floristry student from City of Wolverhampton College is enjoying her first taste
of international fame after her work was showcased in a magazine Down Under.

Christine Thomas, who is studying for a National Certificate in Floristry Level Two
at The Cedars, was shocked to open up a New Zealand flower arranging magazine to
find one of her designs taking pride of place.

The student, who owns a flower stall in Wolverhampton's Mander Centre, had
entered the necklace design into Nottingham's Society of Floristry Annual Show last
year.

Once the competition had finished she packed away the piece of jewellery, but
two months later discovered a photo of her work had been selected to appear in a
publication on the other side of the world, in a feature referring to her “amazing and
intricate wirework.”

Christine said:“We had to design a piece of jewellery, incorporating fresh
materials, to be worn by an adult bridesmaid wearing a sleeveless low cut dress.

“My design took about a month to make and after the competition I packed it
away and though it was all done and dusted.

“I was amazed to see it in a New Zealand magazine - but it's great that it was
acknowledged and it makes it all worthwhile.”

Tutor Jane Cowan said:“We are really proud of Christine and delighted that she
has managed to get something into a magazine on the other side of the world.”

The Cedars shop is open to the public with traditional and unusual bouquets and
arrangements on sale, alongside annuals and perennials.

To order flowers or for more information ring 01902 312064.

Showcase

2008
Young stars at Newhampton

Centre showcased their talents in
an all singing, all dancing evening
extravaganza.

Students studying the
Performing Arts National
Diploma tapped, tangoed, acted
and sang their way through a
lively night of entertainment.

Newcomers Rachel Andrew
and Martyn Davies, from the first
year, performed a breathtaking
Tango with such passion, style,
superb story telling and sheer
professionalism that they stole
the show.

There were other fine
performances from the first years
and the opening monologue –
about what it is to be a
performer by Claire Cummins
set the tone for the quality of the
rest of the night. Lisa Davies
displayed a fine voice in her duet
with Chantelle, and Jordan
Roberts showed great promise in
her vocal solo.

As usual there were many fine
performances by the
acknowledged talent of the
second years. Jess and Jodie gave
fine monologues and there was
superb singing from Tom, Stephen
and Ashley, together with another
beautiful solo from Elise.

Tom, Jade and James took to
the stage to give smooth dancing
performances, while Collene
provided an entertaining tap
routine.There were also lively
dance routines and a challenging
physical theatre performance.

Courtney Robinson, from the
first diploma, did exceptionally
well to hold his own in this
company with a nice
performance of a song, written by
himself, together with a dance
ensemble.

And then there were the
compères. Second years Gavin
and James, reprising their role
from last year, were joined by first
years, Oliver and Martin.

Chris Harding

Why are some
things underlined?
Underlined items

indicate links in the
interactive PDF

version of Staff News
– Give it a try!

EXPLORE THE LAKE DISTRICT THIS MAY

“I have always had
an interest in art
from a young child,
and studied art both
at school and
through a degree in
illustration.”

 




